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Julie Barenson's young husband left her two unexpected gifts before he died - a Great Dane puppy

named Singer and the promise that he would always be watching over her. Now four years have

passed. Still living in the small town of Swansboro, North Carolina, twenty-nine-year-old Julie is

emotionally ready to make a commitment to someone again. But who? Should it be Richard

Franklin, the handsome, sophisticated engineer who treats her like a queen? Or Mike Harris, the

down-to-earth nice guy who was her husband's best friend? Choosing one of them should bring her

more happiness than she's had in years. Instead, Julie is soon fighting for her life in a nightmare

spawned by a chilling deception and jealousy so poisonous that it has become a murderous

desire...
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Despite the eight major revisions discussed in the Author's Note at the end of this novel, the final

version still doesn't work for me. The final revision should have been to turn it into a film script. Due

to differences in the nature of print as compared with film media, I think that the key elements of this

story could be an excellent movie (perhaps that is the eventual intention).The storyline is very

straightforward: Julie Barenson's best friend and husband Jim died of cancer when she was only

twenty five years old, and four years later when the novel begins she is only beginning to truly deal

with the grief which overwhelmed her. She has decided to stay in Swansboro, N.C., which is where

Jim found her a job and they later married after he met her as a lost young woman on her own.

While her presence in Swansboro is a painful reminder of how Jim's premature death cut short their



time together, the town also provides the support of their friends and the comfort of her memories.

Furthermore, she feels safe there, protected both by Jim's promise that he would always look down

as her guardian angel and also by her constant companion Singer, the Great Dane who was

delivered as a Christmas Eve gift from Jim exactly forty days after his death. This aspect of the plot

is similar to other books by the author that examine the relationship betwen grief and love, but he

chose to also make the book "a thriller' (this is his word for that aspect of the plot). Julie is at the

point in her life that she has started dating again , but a meaningful romantic relationship still seems

to be impossible given her emotional state combined with the paucity of potential candidates in such

a small town.
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